Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.022; wR factor = 0.058; data-to-parameter ratio = 25.5.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, [Cu(C 2 H 3 O 3 )-Cl(H 2 O)] n , the Cu II ion is five-coordinate in a distorted square-pyramidal geometry. Two O atoms from a chelating glycolate anion, an O atom from a coordinated water molecule and a chloride anion comprise the basal plane. A chloride ion from a neighbouring unit occupies the apical position and these Cu-Cl-Cu bridges link the aquaglycolatocopper(II) units into one-dimensional chains along the [001] direction. These chains are connected by O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds, forming an infinite three-dimensional polymeric network.
Related literature
For background to the coordination chemistry of glycolic acid, see: Gao et al. (2004) . For related structures, see: Dengel et al. (1987) ; Lanfranchi et al. (1993) ; Medina et al. (2000) ; Prout et al. (1993) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 2 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2005 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2003 
catena-Poly[[aquaglycolatocopper(II)]--chlorido]
H.-K. Fun, J. John, S. R. Jebas and T. Balasubramanian Comment Glycolic acid (2-hydroxyethanoic acid) is a biologically active compound and has versatile binding modes for metals. (Gao et al., 2004) . A number of structures of metal complexes containing the glycolate ligand have been reported (Medina et al., 2000; Prout et al.1993 ) with the chelating glycolate ligand coordinating to metal ions through the hydroxy and carboxy groups. In some coordination modes, the hydroxy groups of the glycolate are deprotonated (Dengel et al.,1987; Lanfranchi et al., 1993) . In this paper we report the structure of a novel three dimensional polymeric chloro-bridged copper complex with glycolate and water as auxiliary ligands.
In the asymmetric unit of the title compound, the Cu II ion is five-coordinated with a distorted square-pyramidal geometry.
The basal plane is formed by atoms O1 and O2 from the glycolate ligand in a chelating mode, a water oxygen and a chloride anion. Cl 
Experimental
Equimolar amounts of glycolic acid and CuCl 2 were dissolved in ethanol. The solution was refluxed at a temperature of 333°K for a period of 48 h. The clear blue colour solution was allowed to evaporate slowly yielding blue crystals of (I) after one month.
Refinement
All the hydrogen atoms were located from the Fourier map and were allowed to refine freely.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atomic numbering scheme. Symmetry code for atoms labelled A: x, -y + 1/ 2, z + 1/2.
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Special details
Experimental. The data was collected with the Oxford Cyrosystem Cobra low-temperature attachment. 
